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part of some of the Northern tribes to break away under Sheba the son of Bikri.
David died about 1000 years B.C., a fact which should always be remembered in judging his complex character. The true religion was not yet born. His Jahveh was a very different ideal from that which was to dawn ere many generations upon Hosea and Amos.
His successor, brought up under the influence of his mother Bathsheba, who seems to have been a person of great ability, and probably, like most women of her time, by no means specially devoted to the worship of Jahveh, was a very different man, wider in his views, but born in the purple and with more of the character of the ordinary Oriental potentate. Wise he no doubt was, but his wisdom was of a kind different from what is usually supposed. The word used for it is hokma, which means the art of governing, statecraft according to the ideas then prevailing, which treated intrigue as essentially sagacious, and by no means drew the line at murder. It must be recollected, however, that the religion of Israel included no belief in a future state, but taught that all received their dues upon this